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What’s 
Happening   
Now!

On May 26th, the Young Executives Com- 
                   mittee (yec), a volunteer group that works  
                 to raise awareness and funds for The Family 
Center, held their first annual fundraiser at Freight 
410 in Chelsea. 150 people were in attendance to en-
joy good company, lively bidding in our silent auc-
tion and great music.  The team worked incredibly 
hard to create an exciting social event to kick off the 
summer season, and they raised $25,000 in support 
of the Buddy Program. Special thanks to yec for a 
job well-done!

Spring Fundraiser

 
“Lakota,” a beautiful 6-bedroom lodge located on  

             8 acres of land near Callicoon, ny, was built  
             by special friends, Bill Schwinghammer and 
Barry Mackall.  Bill and Barry are graciously donating 
the lodge and working with tfc to host children and 
families for weekend retreats and workshops.  Their 
vision is to create an environment where kids can find 
their own voices. Some of the activities available at 
Lakota are outdoor hiking, art projects, dance lessons 
in their state-of-the art dance studio, fireplace chats, 
river rafting, and wood-working class. Our most re-
cent trip to Lakota was with a youth dance and music 
group helping guests explore movement, voice and 
to experience the world of Broadway.  

Our most recent Teen Scene included a trip  
                     to the Museum of Television and Radio to  
                 attend a Film Slam. Participating as part 
of a voting panel, our teens reviewed and rated film 
clips submitted by other New York City teens. Our 
next Teen Scene will explore street gangs, and help 
teens to consider why gangs exist, to separate the fan-
tasy of gangs from the reality and to prepare for how 
they will handle their own decisions if they are asked 
to join one. Teen Scene is one of The Family Center’s 
most successful programs, as evidenced by the atten-
dance, the enthusiasm and the sense of connection it 
has created amongst our teens.

Lakota Getaways

Teen Scene
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Every year The Family Center sends more and 
more children to sleep-away Summer Camp. 
Beginning this July, we are sending 54 campers 

to three summer camps in upstate New York. For 30 
of our campers, it will be their first time away from 
home, and we, along with the more seasoned campers, 
will help them through their feelings of nervousness 
and excitement. The children will be given postcards 
to write home and disposable cameras to create mem-
ories of their fun adventures and new friends.

Summer Camp

This past fall, tfc started an exciting new ven- 
            ture with The Moth. The Moth is a non-profit  
          organization whose mission is to spread the joys 
of storytelling through various venues. Their outreach 
program provides a unique forum for participants to 
tell stories about their lives. Some of our clients com-
pleted a 5-week workshop, after which two of our 
participants shared their stories in front of over 250 
people at The Players Club on Gramercy Park. Their 
stories were met with tears and enthusiastic cheers!  
Our clients have expressed a sense of accomplish-
ment to advance their storytelling skills to promote 
tfc’s mission.

The Moth

top: Barbara’s family at Lakota.  middle: Ramsey 
at a teen event.  bottom: LaTrice at camp.  opposite: 
The Young Executives Committee.
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Since our inception in 1994, TFC 
has established comprehensive 
services that have touched over 

3500 individuals affected by illness-
es such as AIDS and cancer.  Our 
programs include:

Social Services

The social work team at The Fam-
ily Center helps families cope 
with the stresses of a serious pa-
rental illness. We help parents at 
every stage of the process; de-
ciding how or when to inform  
their children of their health status, 
identifying prospective caregivers 
for their children and developing 
custody plans that respect every-
one’s wishes. Throughout this pro-
cess, often called permanency plan-
ning, we also provide comfort and 
assistance and offer mental health 
counseling for individuals and fam-
ilies. 

Legal Services

To exercise control over the future 
of their children, parents with life-
threatening illnesses need an attor-
ney to represent them in court. The 
Family Center provides clients with 
the expert legal counsel they need to 
legalize custody plans and to pre-
pare health directives.

Mediation

In some families, a mediator is need-
ed to resolve issues that are getting 
in the way of strengthening plans for 
their children’s futures. As a neutral 
third-party facilitator, the mediator’s 
approach is particularly helpful for 
families with high levels of volatil-
ity. This innovative process creates 
a context for issues to be discussed 

T F C ’ S  G O A L S  A R E  T O :

 help parents with illnesses  
such as AIDS or cancer iden-
tify new caregivers and create 
and implement legal plans in 
the face of uncertainty

 guide children, families and 
caregivers in coping effec-
tively with the complex  
issues of disclosure, grief, 
loss and family adjustment

 help caregivers create en-
vironments that foster con-
nection, stability and love 

 conduct rigorous research, 
evaluate the effectiveness  
of services and identify  
clients’ emerging needs 

 educate policy makers and 
the public about the needs 
of children whose lives are 
disrupted by life-threaten-
ing parental illness or death

l

l

l

l

l

in a safe and direct way for children, 
parents and caregivers. 

Volunteer Programs

The Volunteer Program of-
fers many opportunities to work  
directly with children and families. 
Our signature program, the Bud-
dy Program, matches children ages  
6 to 17 with adult volunteers who 
provide friendship, outings, activi-
ties, support and positive role mod-
els. Volunteers spend 6–10 hours a 
month, one-on-one with children. 
The Family Center arranges and 
subsidizes group activities through-
out the year for volunteers and chil-
dren.

Our newly developed professional 
mentoring program allows children 
ages 14 to 19 the opportunity to ex-
plore different careers by interning 
with volunteers at select companies.  
Children work for up to 6 hours a 
month learning a craft or business 
such as catering, book publishing, 
finance or law.

Additionally, volunteers may accom-
pany children or families on week-
end retreats to a beautiful lodge, 
“Lakota,” in upstate New York for 
specialized learning.

Groups

The Family Center runs a number 
of groups geared toward special in-
terests and needs of our clients. For 
example, Teen Scene is a monthly 
Saturday drop in group for all Fam-
ily Center teens (ages 13 to 18 years 
old). The purpose is to provide op-
portunities for socialization, explo-
ration and discussion of relevant 

The Family Center Programs
M I S S I O N

 To create a more secure pres-
ent and future for children 
whose parents are ill.
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clockwise from top left: Patricia Pack Faulcon, Yen Ngo, and Tina Pack. | Yessenia and her daughter Navild | 
July, Bryan and Miguel enjoy a TFC party. | Norman and his buddy, Carl.

topics and occasional recreation for 
our community of teenagers. Teen-
agers often do not have enough op-
portunity to express themselves and 
to connect with other teens in a set-
ting outside of school or their fami-
lies. Our yoga group meets at differ-
ent times throughout the year for 4–6 
weeks. Yoga teaches meditation and 
visualization, and enhances flexibil-
ity and strength, helping our fami-
lies relax and find ways to cope with 
stress and illness.

Camping Experiences

Everyone deserves the chance to ex-
plore the world outside of the city. 
TFC sends children to sleepaway 
camps each summer.  We buy camp-
ing gear, orient the kids to what it’s 
like to be away from home, and give 
the parents and children an oppor-
tunity to be apart.  
 
The Family Center’s weekend camp-
ing trips help parents and their ado-
lescent children strengthen and en-
rich their relationships. Camping 
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encourages cooperation and trust 
through therapeutic, fun activities 
such as outdoor adventures, art 
projects and family team-building 
games. 
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Ten Facts about TFC  
1. In 1994, The Family Center began 
serving families affected by serious ill-
nesses such as AIDS and cancer.  We be-
came an independent non-profit agency 
in 1997.

2. It is estimated that over 60,500 chil-
dren have been orphaned by AIDS and 
cancer in New York City.

3. The Family Center has an annual 
budget of $3.7 million (78% government 
funding and 15% foundation and 7% 
private), an increase of 9% in the last fis-
cal year. 

4. The Family Center has a staff of 44 
professionals, 36% of whom are bilin-
gual in English/Spanish.

5. 95% of the families we serve live be-
low the poverty line.

6. Of our clients, 52% are Latino, 40% 
are African American, 2% are Caucasian, 
and 6% are unidentified.

7. Our families have an average of 
three children; only one out of ten of 
these children is HIV-positive. 
 
8. Most of our social and legal services 
are provided in the client’s home.

9. The Family Center has served over 
3500 parents and children since our in-
ception. 

10. All of The Family Center’s services 
are free, confidential and bilingual.

The Family Center
Statement of Activities
For Year Ended June 30th, 2003
(With comparative totals for 2002)

Revenue and other support 2002 2003
Government grants  $2,407,506   $2,742,942
Contributions  473,971   852,041 
Interest Income  6,026   11,347 
Other Income  56,206   69,792 

Total revenue and other support 2,943,709  3,676,122 
   
Expenses   
Program services
Social services 1,669,355   1,969,050 
In-home legal services  398,248   557,895 
Outreach  166,153   205,760 

Total Program Services  2,233,756   2,732,705 

Supporting Services
Management and general  554,555   549,041 

Total Expenses  2,788,311  3,281,746 

Change in net assets 155,398   394,376 

Revenue: 1998-2003 Expenses: 1998-2003
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 The Family Center Donors  We gratefully  
acknowledge the generous support of the following  
donors whose gifts were received between July 1, 2003 
and June 30, 2004. If your name is not listed correctly, 
please accept our apologies and let us know.
$450,000

The Robin Hood  
 Foundation

$55,000

Nina Collins and  
 Marek Fludzinski

$20,000 to $25,000

Levi Strauss Foundation

Marc and Joan Sherman

$10,000 to $15,000

Edward S. Moore  
 Foundation

Hill and Gloria Farber

Benedict P. Morelli

Seedco Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

The American Express 
 Foundation

Broadway Cares

Merrill Lynch and  
 Company

New York Mercantile  
 Exchange Charitable 
 Foundation

NICO Foundation

Paul Newman Charitable  
 Giving

Peter Morton Foundation

Rudi’s Foundation

Joseph Tringali

Leonard Woods 

$1,000 to $4,999

Shailen Amin

Kwabina Appiah

Frederic Bourke and  
 Megan Harvey

Steven and  
 Alexandra Cohen

Neil and Elissa Crespi

DaPuzzo Family  
 Foundation

Joseph and Darci  
 DeMatteo

Barbara Draimin

Roger and Irina Erickson

Futures and Options  
 for Kids

Brian and Myra  
 Greenspun

Jean Hieber

Caroline Hirsch and  
 Andrew Fox

Warren Hirschhorn

Read Hubbard

Roy Reardon and  
 Patricia Hynes

Gerald Imber and  
 Cathryn Collins

Serge Jureidini

Lynda and Joseph Jurist

Carolyn Katz

Stephen and Judith Kaye

James and Marjorie Kuhn

Howard and  
 Judith Lawrence

Henry Lee

Sam and Pearl Lipman

Kenneth and Grace Logan

Rebecca Mason

Jack and Joan McDonald

Hanna McElroy and  
 Christopher Weimer

Frank and Rebecca Meyer

Edward Milstein

William and 
  Jennifer Monness

MTV Networks

Roy and Kara Niederhoffer 

Thomas Petterffy

Laura Scheuer

John and Emily Sherman

Time Warner Cable

Edward and Elaine Thomas

Mary Kay Vyskocil

$500 to $999

Bruce and Carol Angiolillo

Richard and Diana Beattie

Lori Bongiorno

Samuel Botero

Andrew Brimmer and  
 Thomas Molner

Christopher Coleman and  
 Angel Sanchez

Credit Suisse First Boston  
 Foundation Trust

Michelle Dávila and  
 Joseph Majoros

Renee DeSantis and  
 Paul Greenberg

John and Ronni Fisher

Kathleen Fisher

Mary Beth Forshaw and  
 Thomas Merrill

Robin Goodman

Tim and Leslie Hartzell

Angela Jackson

Michael and Ronnie Kassan

Alan Klein

Ronald Kremnitzer and 
 Amy Sklar

David Mazza

Ann Bell McCoy

Patrick McMahon

Raphael Newman

Stanley Okula, Jr. and  
 Mary McGarry

Judith and Samuel Peabody

Danielle Raymond

Thomas Rice and  
 Cheryl Christman

Jeff Richardson and  
 Jim Mahady

Maria Robledo 

Sandy and Neil Rousso

Arthur and Laurie Sackler

Jeffery Salzman

Frank Scheuer, Jr.

Gary and Susan Spagnola

Tel-A-Car of New York
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Stephen and  
 Cathy Weinroth

Neil and Donna Weisman

Marissa Wesely

$100 to $499

Sharon and Paul Abrams

Marc Agger and  
 Francesca Connolly

Leonard and  
 Barbara Andres

Scott Atkins

Michael and Joan Axelrod

Ayan Travel

Sarah and Steven Banquier

Charles and Lois Barber

Lystra Batchoo

Richard and Diana Beattie

Arthur Beckenstein and  
 John O’Rouke

Lauren Belfer Church and  
 Charles Church

Judy Berger

Ameya Bijoor

Victoria and  
 Hank Bjorklund

Ross Bleckner

Robert Blumberg

William Bolls and  
 Ruben Magit

Theodora Borsen

William Brentani

Bruce and Maura Brickman

Katherine Brophy

Alvin Brown and  
 Yolanda Ferrell Brown

Amy Buckman

Richard Burns

Gabriella Busch

Emily Cannon

Richard Capelouto and  
 Gina Maya

Neil Cheng

Soo-Jin Cho

Michael Clark and  
 Michelle Monie

Claire and Matthew Cleary

Daniel Clivner

Sarah Cogan and Douglass  
 Evans

Ira Cohen

Kristin and  
 Terrence Connelly

William Connell

Maura Coolican

Stephen Cornick

Michael Corrigan

Michael Cudzil

Timothy Darragh

John Delorenzo and  
 Victoria Lamb

Tony DeLuca

Thomas DeVita

Diamond Douglass

Vincent and  
 Lorraine DiSalvo

Troy Dixon 

David Dorsky

Caroline Downey and  
 Stuart Abrams

Geri Doyle

William Dyson

Keith and Heather Espinosa

Sandy Esser

Leon Farhi

Evan and Tammy Fiest

Leigh Feldman

Jorge L. Fernandez

Stephen and  
 Naomi Fleischer

Dennis Flynn

Joan Foley

Trinidad Fombella

Susan Gair

Tiffany Gajadhar

Ivy Gamble Cobb

Eli Garber

Michael Garland

Aaron Garvey

Jennifer Geissel Zervigon

Anthony and Roxanna  
 Girand

Peter and Patricia Gordon

Steven Graham

Howard and  
 Carole Greisdorf

Marc Grodinsky

Henry and  
 Karolyn Gutman

Dana and David Haering

Chinita Hard

Ruth Hardinger

Rupa Hattangadi

Ellen Hayden

Bonnie Henry

Marjorie Hill

Kate Hixon

Home Winds Foundation

Gary Horowitz and 
 Marcy Wachtel

Amanda Huang

Stephanie Hyacinth

David and Jan Ichel

Roger and Elizabeth Insley

J.P. Morgan Chase  
 Foundation

Jean Jacques

Alfred Jaretzki and  
 Alexandra Isles

Thomas Jayne

Steven Jeraci

Claude Johnson

Jeremy Joyce 

Laurie Kace

John Kane

Shahab Karmely

Beverly Karp

Alan Kaufman

Kevin Kavanagh

Anna and Gordon Kaye

Eric Keiter

John Kenney

Rebecca Kerr and  
 Tim Forrester

Matt and Tara Kershnar

Richard Klein

Bob Koncelik

Kerry Konrad

Grace Koo

Charles and Pamela Koob

Alan Koral

Jules and Jutta Kramer

Anna Kula

Chaya Landau

Angela Lockhart

Bevis and Clara Longstreth
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Andrew Lusk

Lutron Electronics

Isabella Mackie

Beverly Majoros

Nancy Mason

William Massop

Ronald and Karen Mazza

Yvonne McQuilkin

Scott Merrell

Betsy Michel

Katie Michel

Karlheinz Muhr

Marc Murphy

Marcia Newbill 

Susan O’Connor

Anthony O’Callaghan

Eileen O’ Toole

Richard Osterweil

Stephane Pagani

Scott Pangbourne

Gregory Paulnack

Marcantonio Pinci

Gregory and Cory Pine

Clare Pistey

Sean and Amy Poley

Ruth and Tom Powers

Carla Precht and  
 Albert Rodriguez

Edward and  
 Annie Pressman

Christine Pride 

John and Sallie Pride

Marvin and Rita Pulvers

Dimitri Raitzin

Rosemary Rando-Chanon

Nina Reeves

David Reilly

Ross and Lori Rembac

Gregory and Margo Ressa

Angela Rich

Charles Richardson

JillEllyn Riley

Bill and Rayanne Robe

Joel Roodman

Lucille Rosenbluth 

Phillip and Rebecca  
 Ruegger

Leonard and Evelyn Sacks

Michelle Salinard

Praveen Saxena

Thomas Schoff

Mitchell Schrage

Peter Schubert

Bill Schwinghammer and  
 Barry Mackall

Richard Seifter

Wendy Silverstein

Bruce and Helen Slater

David Sorkin and Susan 
Meisel

Harold Spitzer

Yancey and Jessica Spruill

Kathleen Stanley

Abraham Stein

Peter Stewart

Michael Stone

Cecily Stranahan

David Sturges and  
 Marcia Halvorson

Andrew and Ruth Suzman

Bessie Sylvane

Frederieke Taylor

TBWA Chiat Day

Herbert Teitelbaum and  
 Ruth Abram

Mark Thompson and  
 Lauren Cardullo

Federica Tondato

Joseph Train

Trilogy Photo

Leslie Tylersmith

G. Bridgette Vidunas

Raymond Wagner

Jake Walthour, Jr.

Martin Watkins

Joseph Wayland and 
 Patricia Verrilli

William Wegman and  
  Christine Burgin

Suzanne West

David Whipple

Travis Wilson

Yik Wong

Elizabeth Yates

Dixon Yee

Lester Young

Dennis Young and  
 Sarah Spagnola Young

Gloria and Abbey Zalaznick

Margaret and  
 Jeffery Zelkowitz

Many generous individuals gave in-kind gifts 
and donations up to $100 to The Family Cen-
ter. We regret not being able to list all of our 
supporters, but are very grateful for these im-
portant contributions. Thank you all for shar-
ing in our work.  



Nina Collins

Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we look to the future and continue our  
             work with families affected by serious ill- 
                 ness I see a number of priorities. Since 
we are funded mostly by government grants, one 
of our most daunting tasks is to face a precarious 
funding landscape with fortitude. We must raise 
our profile in order to reach out to more families, 
teach others to replicate our model, and increase 
funding from a wider variety of supporters. Our 
task is large and our families have many compli-
cated needs, but they are resilient and inspire us 
to collaborate with them toward a better future.  
I look forward to continuing my service as Chair 
of the Board and partnering with you to make 
The Family Center a nationally recognized model 
for ensuring the future well-being of children.

Regards,

Nina Collins

Letter from the  
Board Chair

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Nina Lorez Collins, Chair Read S. Hubbard, Esq.

Soo-Jin Cho Richard Osterweil

Michelle B. Davila, Esq. Tina Pack

Barbara Draimin, dsw Joseph Tringali, Esq

Ivy Gamble Cobb, csw

Y O U N G  E X E C U T I V E S  C O M M I T T E E

Lystra Batchoo, Chair Rebecca Mason

Ameya Bijoor Christine Pride

Kristin Braun Connelly Danielle Raymond

Kameron Kordestani David Reilly

Angela Lockhart Praveen Saxena

A D V I S O RY  B O A R D

Barbara  Andres David S. Mazza, md

Roma Downey Minesh P. Mistry

Robin F. Goodman, PhD Samuel & Judith Peabody

Bill T. Jones Robert Scott

John Kander Grant Shaud
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Dear Friends,

Ten years ago, when The Family Center 
opened our doors, who could have imag-
ined all we would become?  Since then, we 

have served more than 3,500 parents, children and 
new caregivers. Our team, which started with four 
of us, is now 44, and our budget has grown from 
$41,000 to $3.7 million!  We have retained and ex-
panded our home at 66 Reade Street, thanks to the 
help of our wonderful landlord, Jean Hieber, and 
have added a second office in Bedford Stuyvesant, 
Brooklyn. 

  But birthdays are also times for wishes and dreams. 
We dream of expanding services to help families at-
tain economic independence and self-sufficiency; 
to launch a vital social enterprise venture to help 
us become more self-sustaining; and to share the 
lessons and wisdom we have gained with other 

programs nationally and internationally. My fond-
est dream is that The Family Center will be able to 
share our lessons to make a difference in the lives of 
families facing AIDS in other nations. 

  Most of all, birthdays are a time to count one’s bless-
ings. Our blessings are the families and children we 
serve and the growing family of volunteers and do-
nors who inspire us every day. Thank you for your 
commitment, caring, and generosity!

Sincerely,

Barbara Draimin, DSW

And Now We Are 10!
Letter from the  
Executive Director

Barbara Draimin
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TFC Donations On-Line

You may also make a tax-deductible donation through 
our website at www.thefamilycenter.org.

Online Shopping for Good

What if you could contribute up to 27% of every
purchase you make to The Family Center?

Well, now you can – just by shopping for your favorite 
things on www.igive.com – a fun, easy way to help tfc 
while shopping for the things you need and want any-
way. This online mall offers safe and secure shopping 
at popular online retailers. All you have to do is regis-
ter at www.igive.com for a free membership and start 
shopping . . . tfc is already listed with the site. The 
percentages donated from your purchases are tax de-
ductible, and can be tracked on the site.

66 Reade Street, New York, ny 10007

T H E F A M I L Y C E N T E R

inside:
What’s Happening Now
tfc’s Programs
Financial Report
Generous Donors

We try to avoid sending duplicates of our mailings.  
If for some reason you received more than one  
annual report, let us know. In the meantime, please  
give your extra copy to a friend.
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